MUSICAL NOTES

The Newsletter of Newtown Musical

AGM 2001

The AnnuaBeneral Meetiraf Newtown  elected unopposed:- lan Hogg (Chair)
Musical Theatre Company was held divans (Vice Chair), Jeremy Thorp
Wednesday October 17 at 7.30pm in tH{@reasurer]ackidlitleySecretaryPeggy
Methodist Church Hall, Back LaneBawrd(BusresMaae)

Newtown. As no nomination was received for Pulj
ThemeetingvaschairedyJohnHarbron,  Officer, the Company agreed that this ro
whopresentelisChairmanReport. This be fulfilled by the committee memi
was followedby lan Hogg's Treasurer's together. It was therefore proposed
Report. accepted that four committee member

Jackie Titley proposed a vote of thanks
outgoing Chairman John Harbron, secondBtfi€ People.
byoutgoinyiceChairfRuthlones. After a secret ballot, the following

As several committee members wergl€Ctéd as committee members:-
stepping down from their posts, there wid'8e, Sylvia Davies, Vivica Flynn
some discussion surrounding the electionf&ren Scull.

newofficerandcommittemembers.

The following officers were nominated aff'Sic rehearsal for My Fair Lady.

See inside for latest rehearsal schedule
for My Fair Lady

My Fair Lady:- Director’s Notes

With there being 17 scenes in the show, itisallthemovesgiven. If youjotthemdown
absoluteljitathaperformersakevery with a pencil, it will help you remember
effort tattend rehearsals wiherscenes  you are doing, when and where. Each of

they are in are being set, especially wheasponsible for what
they have any lines to speak or sing. Weedoonstage.
simply don’'t have the time to keep re-

Please learn yoL
words and musi
With the big ensemble numbers, | will nNOW.

b,

settingcenes.

%ected, to keep the size of the committpe at
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Theatre Company

Thank you to everyone
involved with

" Patience

icit
e Wg
ers

Ji

ewtown Musical Theatre Company’s first
tumn show in Theatr Hafren was a great
uccess and greatly appreciated by the
PNCudience, some of whom laughed from
P DQverture to final curtain!

w

All involved should be particularly gratified by
the number of loyal audience members who

%yenjoyed the evening very much.

aere‘didn't think they liked Gilbert & Sullivan’ but

Although the two night run was a ‘low budget’

The AGM was followed by a break ajd eperformance, the visual result was excellent.

The company is to be congratulated for the
impressive costumes (most of which were
made from sheets!) and set.

Thank you particularly to ...

* Pete, Nick and Gruff from Theatr Hafren
(especially for letting us have three extra
rehearsals on the stage)

* Lorraine Thomador being Production
Manager AND Stage Manager AND Stage
Crew AND for arranging the set!

*Michael Wakeméar the Direction

vhati at Bondor the Musical Direction
us is
*Theo Oweandlan Shirleyor their piano

and keyboard accompaniment at rehearsals
and for performing in the shows

*[rene Harbron, Kat Boadd the ladies of
the chorus and principle ladies who made their
costumes

be able to remember where everyone was

* Everyone who loaned costumes and props
(Knighton & District Operatic Society, Julie
Jones, Powys Theatre, Theatr Powys)

*Don Jonesor taking the video

* Ron PugHor taking traditional cast photos
and Andrew Bond for taking digital photos

Photograph Left:-

Principles from Patience:-

(right to leftan HogdDuke) Jackie Titley

(Lady Jang)ivica Flynfstanding - Lady
Saphir) Karen Scufsitting - Lady Angela)
Andrew Bond@Bunthorng)Ruth Thorp

(PatienceJeremy Thdi@rosvenar)



Review of
Rehearsal Schedule Part Il for Annie Get

My Fair Lady Your Gun

by Kay Ikin,

Wed 21 Nov Actl Sc 1-5 All Chorus & Principals
NODA

Fri23 Nov  Act | Sc 6-8 Pickering, Mrs Higgins, Charles,
Higgins, Mrs Eynsford-Hill, ﬁswtememi)/lerspf |
Mrs Pearce, Freddy, ewtown Musica

- . Theatre Company
Lord & Lady Boxington, Eliza, were in the area

Policeman, Flower Girl of the Foot and
Mouth Crisis, a
Wed 28 Nov MUSIC All Chorus & Principals great deal of
heart searching
Fri30 Nov ActlSc9 All Principals and discussion was need to
then run decide whether to cancel the
Act | show orto continue as planned.

The decision to continue was

not easily reached, but it
seemed to be the right one as

they had t remendous suppor t
fr omthepublic.

** Saturday 1 December - Christmas Dinner at Argae Hall **

Wed 5 Dec ActlSc7 Chorus & Principals Afew parts had to be r ecast at
(includes Ascot Gavotte dance) very snort notice, but the
standards of the performances
Fri 7 Dec Actll Sc 1 Footman, Mrs Higgins, Karpathy, were so good that only the
& start Pickering, Higgins, Eliza, Queen, announcement in the programme
Act 1l Sc 2 Servants, Mrs Pearce tmh_ade the audience aware of
is.
Wed 12 Dec Run Act | All Chorus & Principals

The part of Annie was played by .
Fri 14 Dec  Act Il Sc 2 Principals Tracy Evans, who pl  ayed this

demanding role with a great
deal of energy and enthusiasm.

Wed 19 Dec Actll Sc1 All Chorus & Principals She has a strong singing voice

(includes Embassy Waltz dance) bothwhensingingonherownand
. . together with Mike Clarke as
Fri 21 Dec Act Il Sc 3 Freddy & Eliza FrankButler,theycomplemented
then Sc 1-3 Principals each other and their singing
voices were well matched in
Wed 9 Jan  Act Il Sc 4 Chorus, Eliza, Harry, Bartender Cecil, “They say it's wonderf ul”,
Doolittle, Jamie, Freddy “Anything you can do” and all

theotherwellknownsongs.
FrillJan ActllSc5 Higgins, Mrs Pearce, Pickering )
There are a host of supporting
roles, all very well played,
including Chris Clarke as Dolly
Reminder: our Act Il Sc 1 is Act | Sc 10-11 in the book. What is in Tate, Jim Evans as Buffalo Bill

the book as Act Il Sc 1 is our Act Il Sc 2 etc. and of course Annie’s brothers
and sisters played by Metheven

Bond, Gwiryon Bond, Hannah

EdwardsandMichaelaPowell.

The show was a little long

. running, perhaps due to lack of
Advance Notice paceincertainscenes.

. | thank Newt for thei
A weekend rehearsal is planned for Saturday 2nd | yarmwelcomeandhospitalityon

& Sunday 3rd March 2002. this my first visit to Theatr
Hafrenandlwasverypleasedto

] go back stage after the show

Please keep both of these days free - everyone will when a long service medal was

be needed! presentedtoMikeClarke.

“There’s no business like show




From Covent Garden to Broadway
and Back Again : My Fair Lady

We all know the basic story of My
Fair Lady: the cockney flower girl
who is taught to speak properly by
a language professor and who,
thereby, becomes alady.

Simple, isn’t it? And yet the
history of the story and how the
show came aboutis fascinating.

You will know that My Fair Lady
(written by Alan Jay Lerner and
Frederick Loewe) is musical
version of George Bernard
Shaw’s Pygmalion. Well yes, but
itis much more than that.

Ovid wrote a story, based on
Greek mythology, in which
Pygmalion, the King of Cyprus
and a sculptor, crafted a woman
of great beauty with whom he fell
in love. The goddess Aphrodite
was kind enough to answer his
pleas and she brought the statue
to life. Galatea, as she was
called, promptly fell in love with
her creator. They married and
lived happily ever after.

Thus the genesis of an age-old
idea: the love-match between the
creative genius and his ideal
protegee, viz. Pygmalion,
Svengali, the phantom of the
opera, Shaw (as he though) with
the actress Mrs Patrick
Campbell, Henry Higgins with
Eliza.

Pygmalion first played in 1913 in
Vienna, by a wonderful
coincidence the birthplace of Fritz
(later Frederick) Loewe.

My Fair Lady opened on
Broadway, New York in March
1956, starring the famous trio of
Rex Harrion, Julie Andrews and
Stanley Holloway. It ran for 6%
years.

The British premiere occurred in
April 1958, led by the same big
three; it ran at Drury Lane (to
where it has returned at this very
moment) for 5% years.

The film was made in 1964, with
Harrison and Holloway, but
without Julie Andrews, because
the American producers did not
think she was a big enough
international star. They replaced
her with Audrey Hepburn.

Hepburn looked sweet enough,
but her accent was dreadful and
she couldn'’t sing terribly well, so
her songs were dubbed by Marni
Nixon.

Julie had the last laugh, however,
for she was cast immediately
afterwards as Mary Poppins. At
the ensuing Oscars, Julie
Andrews won the Oscar for Best
Actress in Mary Poppins ahead of
Audrey Hepburn's Eliza!
Harrison, of course, got Best
Actor for Higgins.

The character of Higgins is based
on one Henry Sweet, an
acquaintance of Shaw's and a
language expert who wrote the
first description of Received
Pronunciation.

Shaw’s own childhood in Dublin
had been transformed by his
mother’s live-in lover, a music
teacher and conductor by the
name of Vandeleur Lee. In the
young Shaw’'s eyes, his moth
“came alive under Lee’s spell”.

Shaw was fascinated and
frustrated by the impenetrable
barriers separating English
society’s different classes,
caused by accent, pronunciation
and correctness, or otherwise, of
speech. The story of Eliza and
Higgins, therefore, was a perfect
vehicle for shavian philosophy
and wit; she and, particularly,
Doolittle are the main
spokespersons for Shaw'’s
message.

In the 1916 version of Pygmalion,
three years after its debut, Shaw
decided to marry Eliza off to
Freddy. He made this change out
of pique because Mrs Pat had let
him down by marrying someone
else (Shaw though he was
responsible for her fame) and he
wanted her to be unhappy. By
1938, however, when the film of
Pygmalion was released, the
accepted ending of Eliza
returning to Higgins was re-
established.

In My Fair Lady, Lerner and
Loewe kept the intrigue going
with regard to Higgins and Eliza’s
relationship without writing in any

passionate love duets (Rex
Harrison wouldn’t have been able
to sing them, anyway!) This is
right because Eliza’s
development is a complete
metamorphosis.

She doesn't just learn how to
speak nicely, it is far more than
that. She changes totally, her
initial and innate feistiness and
moral character - she is never
“‘common”, never a “fish-wife” -
enabling her to become a refined
yet full-blooded woman who, at
the end, is every inch the equal of
Higgins.

(I rarely cite other people, but
Martine McCutcheon, in the
current London production gives
an outstandingly superb
performance to trace Eliza’s
continual and total
transformation. See herifyou get
the chance.)

Higgins, too, develops, thanks to
Eliza, to the point where he
accepts her, needs her and
cannot imagine life without her.
Yes, he had fallen in love with her,
as borne out in his last song “I've
grown accustomed to her face”;
she, of course, knew what was
happening much earlier: “I only
know when he began to dance
withme...".

Clearly, the intended outcome is
that Eliza and Higgins get
together and it is traditional,
because the ending as written
might not make it totally clear to
every audience member, to “add”
one’s own interpretation at the
end. The actors in Pygmalion
used to do it off their own bat by
adding their own ad libs.

We, too, will have our own
version: nothing too heavy, but
just enough, | hope, to make clear
that Eliza and Higgins are in love
asequals: atrue match!

Hehe




Christmas Dinner

The Christmas dinner is being held
at Argae Hall on Saturday 1st
December 2001.

Please sign up on this list on the
board, or phone lan, if you would
like to go.

NMTC Committee

Chair lan Hogg
Vice Chair Jim Evans
Treasurer Jeremy Thorp
Secretary Jackie Titley
Manager

Business Peggy Bound
Manager

Committee Members:-

Gary Bade Sylvia Davies
Vivica Flynn Karen Scull
Non-Committee Posts:-

Membership Ruth Thorp
Secretary

Librarian Gwiryon Bond
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